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AMERICAN SHORT LINE AND REGIONAL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION 
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Ms. Marlene Dortch 

Federal Cammunietions Commission 

Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: RM No. 10687 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

Secretary 

445 1 2  street, S.W. 

. .  
The American Short Line and Regional Railroad AsJonatlo n (ASLRRA) is a nonpmfit hade association that 

represents the interests of its more tban 400 short line and regional railroad members in legislative and regulatory matters. 

This letter is to advise that the ASLRRA and  IS members are opposed to the request of the Industrial 
Telecommunications Association (ITA) to become certified to coordinate Sequencies designated as “LR” &e., mihad) 
channels in the Fcc’s rules. 

Historically, the Association of American RaiLoads (AAR) has served as the lailroad industry’s sole frequency 
coordinator, and ASLRRA behews that AAR should continue in that role. Many aspects of mobile radio usage by railroads 
are unique to the rail industry (such as onboard communications devices like -end-of-hain” links), and sp..;aliaed 
knowledge of raitroad operations is impomt for performing the frequency coordination for these links. AAR posxses 
that specialized knowledge, and does a good job cooxdim&g hequencies for mihad use so as to amid interference. 

Mowing multiple entities to function as coordinators for lailroad channels (especially entities such as ITA who have 
nn expertise or background in rail operations) would introduce needles complexity into the frequency coordination process 
and possibly result in fiulty coordination decisions dnt could lead to harmful interference in radio communications and 
disruption of rail operations. 

In conclusion, ASLRRA m m m e n d s  that the KX dismiss the ITA request 

cc: Mr. Jeremy Denton 
Industd Telecommunications Assoc. 
1110 N. Glebe Road, suite 500 
Ariin$on, VA 22po1 


